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COmAANDER 
CAPT. JAMES DASSATN 


2nd Bermont Artillery 





Battery of Light Artillery and A Regional Historical Association 


Headquarters - Norton House Museum 
Wilmington, VT 05363 


Dear Members: 


Well, Christmas is near at hand and I'm about to ply you all 
for a donation and some good cheer. We have had a good year for 
Seth Warner's Regiment Participating in many varied battles, the 
end. Vermont has had a truly surprising and remarkable year as 
well. 


We've patched some old wounds and gone on if you will. In 
the past year Bill Thane restored our Napolean 12 pdr and has 
Served with distinction in all he has been asked to do in Civil 
War as well as Revolutionary War. In the Past from time to time 
aS a unit we have given wedding and baby showers etc. and been 
quite generaus to our fellow members. 


Well, this past year besides all the work Bill did for the 
unit he and his wife had a baby boy. They also discovered his wife 
had cancer. fter an operation, many radiation treatments and 
two one week stays in the hospital for pneumonia Arlene is finally 
only now recovering. Of course she has been out of work for 
nearly all of 1986. In addition Bill, who has an injured back, has 
difficulty working a steady job. He has been working each week 
teaching school or as an auto mechanic and there by helping the 
family to squeeze by. ae, : 


Well at times like this Christmas can be Pretty bleak. Since 
we all give to some relief organization this time of year my 
thoughts were, why not help one of our own. 


** I DO NOT WANT THEM TO KNOW ABOUT THIS, IT IS TO BE A SURPRISE** 


If you can spare some money or a gift of some sort please sen 
it along to me. A Christmas card from each of you would be nice. 

I will deliver all gifts, cards and money at one time near Christmas. 
If thinking of gifts, Lara is 4 years old, the baby is 7 months, 

Bill likes militia stuff odviously, Arlene likes cross stitch, 

baby clothes, anything for the kitchen, Maybe a gift certificate 

to a local restaurant. Money is easy, but may be greatly appreciated, 
a gift takes some thought. 


SPONSORS. wn Ne” 
V.F.W. Post 1034. Dratedoro, YT — Uniforms 


Thank you all. 




















‘The Midnight Fight Of Ethan Alley Cat 


Listen, my children — listen up good, They'd fought for their homeland, they'd fought for their king... 
And I'll tell you a story that’s true... (knock on wood !) (Why, they'd fought for just about any old thing !) 

Gather ‘round, kiddies — let's chew on the fat, They'd fought on the land, and they'd fought on the water... 
And I'll tell you of Ethan, the brave alley cat ! ; (So lock up your livestock, your wife and your daughter !) 


They'd fought upon foot, on horseback, on skis — 


‘Twas back in the summer of seventy-six — But what they fought most, when they fought, for... was cheese | 


There's hardly a man who still lives and kicks 

And remembers old Ethan (the brave alley cat), They'd sampled some Vermont cheese and came to get some more — 
His midnight fight ... or where it was at ! Came to get a better cheddar than they'd ever et before, 

‘Said they'd never et a better cheddar than at the country store ! 
And so they came to Wilmington that famous, fateful night, 

They came for spoil and plunder... but stayed, alas, to fight ! 


But of all the battles fought and won, 
From Lexington to Bennington, 
_ There’s none so important, nary a one, 


And none with more blood and none with more gore... For up quick rose brave Ethan, and up quick rose brave he, 
Than the one begun at the country store, : And he said: “While still I live and breathe in a land of liberty, 
The country store in Wilmington ! I regret that I have but one life, just one life and no more, 


To give up for my country ... and for my country store ! 
So gather ‘round, Green Mountain cats — come gather ‘round me, please... 
To fight against the Yorkers and save our native cheese |" 


’Twas in that store, one moonless night, 
Began the war, the midnight fight 
Of Ethan Alley (the Green Mountain Cat) 


And Gentleman Johnny (the Red Coat Rat) ! Then up quick rose brave Ethan, and every loyal cat — 
Hand to hand, paw to paw — To fight for hearth and homeland against the Redcoat Rat ! 
The bloodiest fight you ever saw ! And all night long they fought and fought... 

Whisker to whisker, claw to claw — (There's hardly a man now alive who saw't !) 

And it all took place at the country store | And all night long they spit and spat... 


(That's how they fought and fit and fat !) 
Rat-a-tat-tat ! Rat-a-tat-tat ! 
Cat against rat, and rat against cat | 


Y' see, Ethan's job was to sleep on the floor 

And watch every window and watch every door — 
To guard against thieves and enemics 

And especially to guard the cheese, Now, you can search and you can look, 

That good Vermont cheese in the country store. Rut you won't find a history book 

That tells the tale of a dirty rat 

And and unsung hero named Ethan the Cat ! 

But they say to this day at the country store 
There's a very old cat on the mat by the door... 
He's scratched and he's scarred — 

But if you look hard, 


Meanwhile, from the west, on the Molly Stark Trail, 
Came a wet-whiskered rat, with red coat and long tail — 
The Scourge of Schenectady, Gentleman Jack ! 

A ring of red rodents rode round at his back, 

And he was the leader of that scroungy pack ! 


For these were the crack troops, Yur can see a resemblance to Ethan of yore ! 

These Gentleman Jack troops — And when the traffic’s roaring 

All seasoned veterans, every which one, Interrupts his snoring, 

They'd been conquered at Concord and Lexington ! He rises on his haunches pg epee ga Si 70 
A rough and tough bunch, all hale and all hearty — (No matter what his paunch is !) Memorial Day, 1976 
They'd even had lunch at the Boston Tea Party ! Shouting: “Treason and traitors | 


Go home, you out o' staters !" 
Then rolls over and cat naps once more | 


If you would like a piece of the cheese that Ethan 
Alley Cat was protecting for your Christmas dinner send: 


1836 Country Store 


1 1b extra sharp S76. OO 1 
n 
2 1b block extra sharp §11.00 pet 2 
Route 9 
3 lb wheel extra sharp $15.00 
, Wilmington, VT 05363 
Trio sample pack Ss 5.00 


Please add $1.00 for postage per address. All of our 
cheese is aged to perfection for 2 years. It is foil wrapped, 
wax dipped, gift wrapped and ready to mail. 


This cheese is great for the person who has everything. 
Send your order now to the: 


Ermine Street Guard 


Immaculately equipped as 
legionaries and auxiliary infan- 
try from the third quarter of the 
1st century AD, the Ermine 
Street Guard has a justifiable 
reputation for being the leading 
society in its field. All armour 
and equipment is made by the 
members, based on recent re- 
search, notably that of the late 
H Russell Robinson, who will 
be remembered for his invalu- 
able research work on Roman 
armour. 

Some 30-40 legionaires and 
auxiliaries, plus officers take 
the field in an impressive dis- 
play of Roman battle drill and 
artillery firing. 

The Guard is always pleased 
to welcome new members who 
show an interest in the aims of 
the Society. Associate member- 
ship available to those who are 
unable to take an active part in 
displays. Details from: Chris 
Haines, Ermine Street Guard, 


; Oakland Farm, Dog Lane, Crick- 


ley Hill, Witcombe, Glous. 
The Dark Ages Society 


Probably the most authentic 


' of the many Saxon/Viking 
' Societies in existence now. Its 





members join together at West 
Stow Anglo-Saxon Village to 
recreate C.9th life in as many 
ways as possible: battles and 
social gatherings, costume and 
jewellery. Members have enthu- 
siastically altered their costume 
to bring the village to life for 


| the public and for schools. 


For further information con- 
tact Alan Baxter, Senior Ranger, 
West Stow Anglo-Saxon Village 
Trust, (Home 2 Wideham Cotta- 
ges, West Stow, Nr Bury St 
Edmunds, IP28 6HE 


Escafeld Medieval Society 
Escafeld is the pre-Norman 
name for Sheffield, where the 
Society is based. The object of 
the Society is to entertain the 
public and generate an interest 
in the history by providing an 
exciting tournament set in the 
opposing 13th century. The 
combat is real, the proposing 
knights using their skill to de- 
feat their opponents. The ladies 
perform an old English dance 
during a break in the fighting 
and even the children have a 
part to play. 


$oFE 





Photo: Plantagenet Soaen Scarborough & District Neuspapers 


A limited time span has been 
chosen (1250 to 1300) to en- 
sure continuity of choice of 
dress and armour. This was a 
period of simple flowing lines 
and basic colours achieved only 
through the use of natural dyes. 
Members come from all walks 
of life, and in some cases whole 
families belong. When new- 


| comers join, they become asso- 
, ciate members and later full 


members when they first 
appear in complete medieval 
dress. 

Details from: Roger Lankford, 
Escafeld Medieval Society, 
18 Ashgate Valley Road, 
Ashgate, Chesterfield, 
Derbyshire, S40 4AX. 


The Plantagenet Society 


The Plantagenets give displays 
of knightly combat using sword, 
mace, axe, and other assorted 
weaponry. The displays usually 
take the form ofa “tourney” 
which has been carefully re- 
searched from the original 14/ 
15th century passages of arms. 
These events include demon- 
strations of medieval dancing, 
archery and falconry, the prog- 
ramme spanning most of the 
day. 


The Plantagenets stage events 
all round the country, one of 
the most notable of late being b 
that at Bosworth on the 500th 


anniversary. The Society also 
visit the village of Agincoun, 
where they stage a medieval 
weekend every year on the 
actual site of the battle which 
took place in 1415. 

The Society is made up of 
people from all walks of life 
including metalworkers and 
dressmakers, who are responsi- 
ble for reproducing costumes 
and armour of the period, 
manufactured as near as possi- 
ble to the original designs. 
Details from: D Watkins, 

1 Goodward Green, Fernhall 
Heath, Worcester. 


The White Company 


A relarively new society in the 
field of historical recreation, 
not designed simply to be a 
battle re-enactment group, but 
to operate more in the field of 
“living history”. The idea is for 
those who have a specific in- 
terest, hobbies or even profes- 
sions, to adapt them to 15th 
century characters, ie those in- 
terested in the bow become 
archers, those in calligraphy 
become scribes etc etc. So the 
company has its men-at-arms, 
billman and gunners, together 


with surgeons, preachers, musi- 


cians and, most important, 
cooks, amongst its members. 
The White Company is orga- 
nised country-wide into house- 
holds, usually based on a local 
noble or city history, each 


headed by a captain. (The adop- 
tion of “noble personalities” by 
any member is notencour- 
aged). Members usually belong 
to the nearest household. 

The times period covered is 
specific — 1450-1500, and the 
society strives for very high 
standards of dress, armour and 
equipment. 

Details from: Clive Bartlett, 
The White Company, 11 West 
Close, Arkley, Hertfordshire 
ENS 3BY. 


The Sealed Knot 

The Sealed Knot of Cromwel- 
lian times was a royalist secret 
society working to bring about 
the restoration of the monar- 
chy. Todays Sealed Knot is 
probably the largest re- 
enactment society in Britain 
fielding up to 3,000 members. 
Formed in 1968 to arouse in- 
terest in the English Civil Wars, 
both the armies of the king and 
parliament are represented. 

Battles are held all over the 
country, both major musters 
and “minis”. Both armies are 
made up of separate regiments 
which recruit all round the 
country, members usually join- 
ing as pikemen, musketeers or 
camp followers etc. 

Details from: H B Smith, 
Agitant Generall, The Sealed 
Knot, 29 Scott Hill Road, 
Clayton West, Huddersfield, 
West Yorkshire 8D8 9PE. 

The English Civil War 
Society 

A reconstruction of the armies 
of the English Civil War, the 
society consists of two bodies, 
“the King’s Army” and “the 
Roundhead Association”. Both 
are self-governing “armies”. 
Nationwide in membership, the 
armies consist of regiments, 
some locally based while others 
have a wider distribution. Each 
has a distinct identity based 
upon an original Civil War reg- 
iment which would have been 
originally funded by gentlemen 
of some substance. The modern 
counterpart relies upon the 
skills and ingenuity of its mem- 
bers for its economic stability. 

Like most societies, it is one 
in which the commitment of 
the member determines the 
degree of enjoyment gained — 
basically you get out what you 
put in! 2 











The armies are organised in- 
to true 17th century fashion, but 
Generals and Officers are all 
promoted from the ranks and 
opportunity presents itself to 
the keen recruit. Standards of 
authenticity are considered 
high. 

Members can join and trail a 
pike, ride with the cavaln, carry 
a musket, beat a drum or serve 
the Artillery — or swell the 
ranks of those who provide for 
the needs of the soldier, and 
indulge in non-military aspects 
of 17th century society. 

For anyone unable to take an 
active part of the society’s activi- 
ties one can become a Friend of 
the English Civil War Society for 
a modest annual cost of £2 per 
head — for this one receives a 
quarterly newsletter, giving full 
details of the societv’s activities. 

Details from: Rosalind Taylor, 
The English Civil War Society, 
70 Hailgate, Howden, North 
Humberside DN14 7ST. 

Living History Research 
Group 

This group had its origins in 
The Practical History Society 
led by Charles Keighty, of the 
Roundhead Association. who 
did the first British living his- 
tory events at Kentwell and 
Littlecote. It was realised that 
individuals could not on their 
own achieve the detailed re- 
search to be completely accu- 
rate in equipment and clothing. 
Since 1981 members have been 
undertaking very detailed re- 
search on shoes, clothing, mili- 
tary equipment, diestuffs, and 
food, to add much greater 
authenticity to re-enactments. 
They have links with the Cos- 
tume Society. 

Members have been respon- 
sible for the immensely suc- 
cessful prize winning 17th cen- 
tury village re-enactment at 
Gosport, which has completed 
its third year. 

Further information: Stuart 
Peachey, Living History Re- 
search Group, Vyne House, 
High Street, Twyning, Glos, 
GL20 6QF 
Historic Builders Group 

This group has developed 
expertise in traditional building 
methods as well as practical 


skills and experience, in wattle, 
daub, thatch, and brickwork. | 


= pre REY anaes = 
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They developed the Gosport 
site and now have resources to 
develop a new project, for 
which they are seeking a suit- 
able location. 

| Further information: Stuart 
Peachey, Historic Builders 
Group, Vyne House, High 
Street, Twyning, Glos, 
GL20 6QF 
History Re-enactment 
Workshop 

Composed of established 
members of varying historical 
re-enactment societies who can 
bring expertise to an event- 
providing historical back- 
ground and research. They pro- 
vide: equipment and artefacts, 
both original and those that can 
be handled, expertise in diffe- 
rent skills, lecturing and com- 
munication of ideas to the pub- 
lic, including children. presen- 
tation of complete events, logis- 
tics for provision of equipment, 
food, weapons, etc. They also 
offer: special effects, media 
liaison, and p.r., building of 
realistic and suitable temporary 
‘sets’, and dramatic skills and 
acting. 

Their main aim is the perso- 
nal enjoyment of the members 
through the creation of History 
for educational and entertain- 
ment purposes to the highest 
standards of contemporary 


Lapwgew ee on tes a ee eee 


Photo: Napoleonic Association 
accuracy. The members con- 
centrate on bringing to life 
suitable buildings (or areas) 
typical of the mid 17th century, 
(pre. during or post Civil War). 
They also help with promotio- 
nal exhibition stands. 

Regular lecture meetings are 
held at the National Army 
Museum, and include presenta- 
tions by professional actors. 

Details from: Roger Wilson, 
History Re-enactment Work- 
shop, 47 Chelmsford Road, 
South Woodford, London 
E18 2PW. 


The 68th Display Team 


This society recreates the Brit- 
ish redcoat of the 68th (or 
Durham) Regiment of Light In- 
fantry of the Napoleonic Wars, 
being dressed in the standard 
British Light Infantry uniform of 
the time, ie red coat, green 
facings with silver lace, cross- 
belts, stovepipe Shako and 
brown bess musket. 

Members are drawn from all 
over the North East of England 
and can be outfitted and armed 
by the regiment. Numerous 
events are held during the 
course of the year, both small 
scale local ones, and major 
national/international events 
through the Napoleonic Asso- 
ciation. 

The standard of dress, equip- 


ment and drill is high, the 68th 
having a deserved reputation 
for being one of the best recre- 


ated redcoat regiments in Euro- 


pe. 


Details from: Kelso Yuill, The 


68th Display Team, 3 The 
Copse, Witton-Le-Wear, Bishop 
Auckland, Co Durham 

DL14 OBA. 


The Napoleonic Association 


Formed with just 10 members a 
decade ago, the Society has 


mushroomed into an extraordi- 


narily successful international 
fellowship of Napoleonic re- 


enactors. There are members in 


most European countries and 
in America with units repre- 
senting British, French, Au- 
strian, Saxon, Prussian and 
other armies of the era. The 
general standard of uniform, 
equipment and overall authen- 
ticity is extremely high. Battles 
are held throughout England 
and more and more of late, on 
the continent — the most spec- 
tacular of which was a re-fight 


of Waterloo on the actual battle- 


field in June 1985, when over 
1,000 participants with infantry, 
artillery and cavalzy. plus a 40 
piece imperial guard band. re- 
staged a crucial part of the 
bartle. 

Members are drawn from all 
walks of life and some regim- 
ents have members in no less 
than 4 different countries! 

Deuails from: Philip Coates- 
Wright, The Napoleonic Asso- 
ciation, 18 Prior Avenue, Chis- 
wick, London W’4 ITY. 

The Great War Society 
Equipped largely with original 
First World War uniforms and 
weaponry, this Society has an 
excellent reputation for total 
authenticity. Members can join 
either as a “Tommy” of the 
recreated 4th Battalion, Middle- 
sex Regiment, or as a German 
of the 63rd Line Regiment. 

Members not only re-fight 
skirmishes, but also give dis- 
plays of period drill, weaponry, 
and training. 

Details from: Tom Hill, 

The Great War Society (GB) 
1914-18, 16 Crescent Road, 
Woolwich, London SE18 7BM. 

Details of other participating 
societies/organisations at 1986 
English Heritage events are 
available on request from 
Howard Giles. 01 734 6010 











ieee ; ‘*SHAYS REGULATORS 
ig P.O. Box 752 — Rutland, MA 01543 


NEWSLETTER VOL. 1 NO. = 


Shays Rebellion is underway. Many lectures and programs are taking place 
across the Camorwealth. The traveling Shays exhibit "Thundercloud Over the 
New Nation" is at the Worcester Historical Museum. 


The Worcester court closing is now history. On Sept 6 Judge Artemis Ward 
(Charles Hepburn) faced the Regulaters on the steps of the courthouse. The fiery 
Adam wheeler (Rodert Smethurst) and Moses Smith (Ray Gaulin) with the Regulators 
were not deterred fram their purpose. The sheriff Addison Redfield) stood by 
with the judges (John Xane and Paul Tivman). Aftez successfully holding the 
court the” Regulators : marched to the Common were they cheered, then they disbanded. 


Sone tetuied heme ile others headed for Shrewsbury to keen-an eve on Artemus 444 f 7 
Ward. t/]XH 
The proceedings were recorded on vidoe hile publisher Isaiah Thamas (Andy v: | 

C Fuller) observed. An encarmoment went up a: Snrewsbury cammon that evening and M 


the next day the Reguiators marched to Judge Artemus Wards hame on Main St,~nere 
they encantesl one of his household (Richard Stratton) This to was recorded for 
our film. we're now off to Springfield for the next court closing and the first 
appearance or Daniel Shays ( Tam Deimer)at the head of the Regulators. The saga 
11 be contimed on am video as we go across Mass and even into Boston, the 
goverrment stronghold. ‘shen the Rebeilicn is over the film will be available to Aan! 
scnoois, libraries, etc. The “aciors’ are the re-emactors who have given their yl 
time to relive the pages fram the past that fom the very basis of am camry. 
Amyone’s welcame to don the garb of yesteryear and join us as we go across our 
state and into am neighboring states on our retQum jourmey to this early era. 


Because of the parallel to the farm problems of then and nowthe Regulators 


are direce cing their Sincraising for Shays Fara Aid. This will be amr orgoirg— 4 . ) 
pone long after the Rebellion. We are gearing our farn aid for New Engiand {t a4 ers 

Althouzh we dont expect to be able to establish the phone lines etc that Willie ne as 
Nelsons farm aid has been able to do weare working to aid our area farmers amd to help §, 


our future farmers. Preserving our farms is as much a comservation project as 
it is survival and heritage creservation. Last year alone over 60,000 farms vere 
lost dispice the farm aid efforts. 
This camctry has seen a farmers rebellion every 100 years. With People ! 
Helping People we can caxe a difference. H 
0) 


hj 
| 
Recording artists Frank Dougherty, Spencer and Denny Mack, Leaminster have 4 i! / 
written and recorded a record for us for aur farm aid. fFrarks ‘we All Live In WY 
America’ and Dermys ‘who's Gorma 3less America’ has been recorded at Longview é 

Farm in Northbrookfield and will soon be available. The proceeds from the record 

will go to our Farm Aid. 


Mementos are being made to sell, again these go for am Shays Farm Aid, They 
are bumper stickers, t shirts, sweatshirts, bags, buttons and cups or mgs. 
Order now for Christmas! Dont forget our record. Its great! 

A program booklet is being done for Nov. we are seeking advertising for this. 
Business is as much a part of our history as the people and events. We would like 
our ads to tell about the business ard who's it is, so that years from now it 
will tell of am lifetime and our accomplishments. (Rate is $5.00 col. in.) 
Deadline is Nov 1. 

Came Jan we intend to walk the route to Springfield and evennually to 
Petersham as they did. Besides the troops,it is being planned as a Walk-a-thon 
for anyone who can join us as we go, to raise money for our efforts to aid. 


‘ou can te f 
¥ participate! We need you Eisneee CndlirvO 
Ca-cadenatler. 


Note: Our appearances are free, We ask only + “=x .tion for our Fam Aid! 








The Associated Regiments 
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Warren E. Burger 


Chairman 
Frederick K. Biebel 
Lindy Boggs 
Herbert Browneil 
Lynne V. Cheney 
Philip M. Crane 
William J. Green 
Edward Victor Hill 
Cornelia C. Kennedy 


Edward M. Kennedy 


Harry McKinley Lightsey. Jr. 


William Lucas 

Betty Southard Murphy 
Thomas H. O'Connor 
Phyilis Schlafly 
Bernard H. Siegan 
Ted Stevens 

Obert C. Tanner 
Strom Thurmond 
Ronald H. Walker 
Charles E. Wiggins 
Curies Alan Wright 


Mark W. Cannon 
Staff Director 


Ronald M. Mann 
Deputy Staff Director 


{Lommission on the Bicentennial of 
She United States Lonstitution 


734 Jackson Place, N.W. « Washington, D.C. 20503 
202/USA-1787 


August 21, 1986 


Mr. Darrell English 
P.O. Box 463 
Norton Adams, Massachusetts 01247 


Dear Mr. Englisna: 


In recognition of the fact that you are an expert 
on the subject of Snays' Rebellion, I would greatly : 
appreciate your assistance in fulfilling a research 
request that I recently received from the office of 
Alabama Senator Howell Heflin. I understand that the 
Senator is planning several speaking engagements in the 
coming months focusing on pre-Constitution America and 
the atmospnere and events which led to the 
Constitutional Convention. 


While we have very general information on the 
Rebellion, we do not have material on the more subtle, 
less publicized aspects of the event, which I am sure 
would add such flavor to the Senators remarks. 


If you are able to reply to this request, please 
forward any materials to Mr. John Somerville, 
Legislative Assistant, Senator Howell Heflin, 728 Hart 
Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. If it 
would not be too much trouble, I would be very 
interested in receiving tne material as well for our 
research area. . 


I thank you for your time and look forward to 
hearing from you. 


Sincerely 


Susan Carleson 
Coordinator, 
Congressional Information 


EMERGENCY: NEWS RELEASE 


I HAVE JUST -RETUANED FROM PHIIA,PA, THERE WILL BE 
A CONST CONVENTION AT FT. MIFFLIN,CEREMONY AND PARADE. 
JULY 31.AUG 1-2,1987.WE EXPECT 2000 REENACTORS, WHEN 
UNITS RECEIVE REGISTRATION FORMS THEY SHOULD FILL THEM 
OUT AND RETURN AT ONCE. 700 OF US GET TO SLEEP IN THE 
FORT EVERYONE ELSE OUTSIDE. 1st COME AMERICANS ,CROWN 
FORCES, GERMAN, FRENCH,IRISH,AND etc TREATED EQUALLY, 


A FEE OF $5.00 PER PE 
ONLY. A.R.A-R., BAR. HB 


RSON FOR 5 MEALS BY YOUR CHOICE 


WILL ALL BE WELCOME TO PARTAKE UNDER L.H.A. LEADERSHIP. 
WATCH FOR UPCOMING SCHEDULES AND INFORMATION. 


NON REENACTOR MEMBERS 
DIRECTLY TO ME IF THEY WISH 


ARE ENCOURAGED TO RESPOND 


/o 


-A.R.,AND VARIOUS CROWN BRIGADES 


TO ARTEND THIS EVENT. EX.DIR. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 


OctoseR 10 (legislative day, OcTOBER 6), 1986 


Received: read twice and reierred to the Committee on the Judiciary 





JOINT RESOLUTION 


To designate the week beginning January 19, 1987, as “Shays’ 
Rebellion Week” and Sunday, January 25, 1987, as 
“Shays’ Rebellion Day”. 


Whereas January 25, 1987, marks the bicentennial of the final 
uprising in western Massachusetts of Daniel Shays and his 
men, during a period of unrest in the years following the 
Revolutionary War; 


Whereas the landowners of western Massachusetts felt they 
were unduly burdened because money was scarce, taxes 
were high, punishments for debts were severe, and the gov- 
ernment was unresponsive; 


Whereas Shays led the dissatisfied landowners in a series of at- 
tacks to stop debt procedures in local courts; 


Whereas on January 25, 1787, a major confrontation occurred 
in Springfield when the militia wounded, killed, and caught 
several of Shays’ rebels as they stormed the arsenal; 


Whereas the uprisings of Shays’ Rebellion exposed the problems 
in the existing form of government to the people of America 
and prompted a meeting of delegates in Philadelphia to cor- 
rect the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation; and 


Whereas Shays’ Rebellion was instrumental in bringing about 
the writing of the Constitution of the United States: Now, 
therefore, be it 


1 Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
2 of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
3 That the week beginning January 19, 1987, is designated as 
4+ ‘Shays’ Rebellion Week” and Sunday, January 25, 1987, is 
5 designated as ‘Shays’ Rebellion Day”. The President is re- 
6 quested to issue a proclamation calling upon the people of the 
United States to observe such week and day with appropriate 
8 ceremonies and acheniee 


Passed the House of Representatives October 10, 
1986. 


Attest: BENJAMIN J. GUTHRIE, 
Clerk. 


// 
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Annual International Time Line date 


has been changed from June 13-14 to 


October 9-11 due to schedule 


conflicts. 


Continous updates on this and 
other dates will be published in 
future Journals. 
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MUSTO DEVELOPMENT PROTOSAL for the Living History Association 





Objectives: 

To enaole eacn fifer and drummer who holds membershino within the 
Organization to :dentify and vlay music appropriate to the time 
period (s)he represents. 

To enable L.H.A. musicians to play ensemble at events. 

To enabie L.H.A. musicians to provide the public witn azer 
explanavions and demcnstrations of the field music for the 
they resresent. 

To encourage further study into field music of the time perio 
recresented by the L.H.A. 





a 
if) 


Motivaticns: 

To award appropriate recognition to those persons completing 

the stucy courses developed either through advancement in rank 
(corporal, etc.) or other such award (certificate, gorget, etc). 





Methods: 
1. winter Kusic School--mcnthly meetings held for indestn study-- 









familiarity witn musical selections, oractical ensemcle playing, 
incividual assistance with those who request it. 

2. vorresnondance course--instruction book along with master tape 
tor inaivicual stucy. Upon completion, students make their 
own tane to be sent to director for consideration of course 
completion. Appropriate recognition awarded to those musiviang 


who successfully complete the ccurse outlined below: 
a. Cann duties 

Drums vali 

Alarna--to arms 

Reveille (tne three canons) 

Breaxfast call (Pease Upon a Trencher) 





= 
—= 


etc.; not an alarm) work detail--explained beiow. 
Lunch call (Pease) 

Troov/ Assembly (early afternoon) 

Dinner Call (The Roast Beef of Jolly Old England) 
Retreat (either from fife tutors or tunes fren mss, 
as Pretty Cupid, Lovely Nancy, Liberty, etc.) 
Tatoo (fife tutor/tunes--possibly a medley?) 

egular Calls 

unurca cali (also used as sick call) 

General (when camp is to move in place of reveille) 
Fatigue/Pioneer call 

Parley (drum only; tune not in use until 19th.) 
Rogue's March--punishment 

Funeral duty--dead march, Roslin Castle. 
Ceremonies 

1) ‘roop for the Colors 

4 Visiting Dignitaries 

3 Feu-de-joie 

D. ‘For the Marc 

Dance/kecreational melodies appropriate for the camp. 


'y 
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Trcov/Assembiy (to form along the color line for instruction, 


such 





RUSTIC DEVELOFMEIT PROPOSAL for the Living History Association, 
continued: 
N.B. In the correspondance course described on page 1, the book 


would contain the tunes ag well as approriate explanation of each 
tune's significance. Sufficient documentation of use will also 

be indicated. The tape will have the tunes played to the appropriate 
meter and cadence, both fife and drum. 


Due to the lack of 16th c. documentation of drum beatings, some 
tunes may have to rely on the closest 19th c. interpretation; how- 
ever, subsequent and present-day research may yield a suitable 18th 
c. beating. 


Little attention will be given to instruction in the basics of fife 
or drum playing, since most members are proficient in the workings 
of their instruments; however, should the general consensus indicate 
a need for tasic instruction, it can be provided. 


Depending on the quality of the finished product and the wishes of 
the L.H.A. guiding council, this correspondance course can be offered 
for sale to non-L.E.A. members. 


Respectively submitted, ys 


™“ 


Susan Cifaldi, 25 Mass Reg't 
7th Co./Enfield 
Minutemen 


The call to church in early New England 
(THE BETEMANN ARCHIVE) 








ALL COsagESPONDANCE niLaTIVe TO 18th 
century should besent to 
Susan Cifaldi 


101 Main Street 
Ellington, CT 06029 
November 3, 1986 


Dear Fellow Musician in the Living History Association: 


Enclosed you will find a questionnaire that seeks information from you regarding 
the Field Musick of the L.4.A. Some suggestions were made at the recent meetings 
in Wilmington regarding establishment of a repertoire of field music for both camp 
duties and marches as well as a Supplemental repertoire of recreational music, all 
of which will be suitable for the time periods we represent. If this is to be ac- 
complished, your own feelings and musical needs should be presented in order that 
every musician can be fairly represented. By establishing a basic repertoire, we 
as musicians will be able to present a musical program that is interesting to the 
public as well as a whole bunch of fun for us--something that can be easily accom- 
plished if we work together. 


Please answer the questions as best you can, and please use another sheet of paper 

to add your own thoughts and feelings that may not have been adequately represented 
in the questions. A self-addressed Stamped envelope is enclosed for your convenience 
in reply, and as soon as the questionnaires are received, the information will be 
tallied and discussed at our first winter meeting; tentative plans for this meeting 
are for late November or early December--would Storrowtown Village be central enough 


for all? Would you prefer we meet at someone's house instead? Let me know so T 
can make plans. 


Thanks for your cooperation in making the L.H.A. musicians a vital part of re-enactment! 


During the meetings held November 1-2, 1986 at Wilmington, VT, suggestions were 

made regarding the Musick of the Living History Association. We now have the oppor- 
tunity to standardize our Musick and create a repertoire of camp duties and tunes 

to be used while on the marcn and for recreation in the camps. If this is to be 
accomplisned, we must work together to ensure that everyone's voice is heard and 

all needs of all musicians are considered. As musicians, just what would you like 

to see done? What changes do vou think are necessary, if any? The questions below 
mignt help us get those answers. Please answer them honestly. and please add whatever 
information you feel is vital but may not be reoresented in questions. You may 
Sign your name if you wisn; wnile ail information received will be collated and shared 


the 






List at least ten tunes that you currently play well on your instrument and that 
are frequently included at events: 


a i ts et pectin SIS st 7 
Se ee 
a 
SS a 


List the tunes that you would like to see included at re-enactment events. Put a - : 


check mark before those that you currently can play and would be willing to teach 
to other musicians: 


Answer as Dest as you can--use another nicer if encugh room has not beer provided: 





Would you be willing to learn additional tunes 
——S 


n 


What do you feel is the present position of music in re-enactment 
a 


es 
er a 


Are the musicians properly utilized oe ng events? - (If "no," what changes 
do you feel should be made in order to properly utilize the musicians at re-enactments? 


oo ert SSE ETS 
gt Se SS ete Fe 
Soe ge ne ORS A wre na os lee aes Sere 


Do you feel that only those tunes that are known to be from the period you represent 
should be ee at re-enactment events? - If no, please explain; 


————$$$$____ i... 


if yes, are you able to list any sources of period music that can be used for select- 
ing tunes to be includea in our repertoire? 


From what sources do you currently obtain the tunes that you already _know: 


ee SSeSFSFSSSSSSSFSMSSmsmsmMHhFeFeFeFeFeFFFFFSSFFfsFsseFs 
-_ eee 
eee 


Would you be willing to participate in a "Winter Music School," where monthly "help” 
sessions would be held, enabling us to learn new-tunes and practice ensemble playing? 


- If no, please explain why; if yes, can you suggest a possible meeti ng 
place that would be fair to everybody 








_—_—_-eeeeeee—e———_:._n eee: — — 


Would you agree to a rotating meeting place--first in one place, then in a second, 

















etc. - Would you be willing to allow sleeping bag space in your 
home, if travel times proved too much for some musicians? - Would you 
yourself come with a sleeping bag and mind sleeping on somedody's floor in order 

to attend these sessions? < 

Please indicate your instrument . aS 

Time period you normally represent: - Time period you prefer 
to represent: - Is your choice of time period representation 
affected by the state of the music as it currently is? . 











FROM THE FILES OF THE BRAINTREE HISTORICAL SOCIETY P86.0001 


DATA ON RUSHLIGHTS 


Most research sources indicate that the rush which burned in the early 
rush holders was generally of the Juncus L. genus. While some thirty 
species of this herb grass exist, early references indicate two were 


employed in the making of rushlights - Juncus Conglomeratus and Juncus 
Effusus. 


be kept moist until peeled. They may rot if not peeled within a couple 
of days. Cut both ends of the rush before peeling, and the cortex is 
peeled from end to end in successive strips until less than + of the 
circumference remains. This will leave the pith exposed except for 
the supporting strip or spine. A simple method of peeling - after 
Starting a strip at one end with the fingernail, hold the rush vertic- 
ally betwen the thumb and first and second fingers with the peeled 
Strip bent between the two fingers. By gently pulling on this end, 
the rush peels readily and rises between the two fingers and thumb 
as the strip is peeled. If a peel tapers off before reaching the other 
end of the rush, start the next peel from the Opposite end. A few rushes 
may tend to spiral badly when peeled. It is probably best to discard 
these because they will distort when dipped. 


After peeling, the rushes should be thoroughly dried for several weeks 
before dipping. Although not necessary for successful burning, the 
appearance may be improved by drying in the sun which also tends to 
bleach the green color of the "back bone’. 


Dipping is best done in a grisset, which of course was originally made 
for this purpose. Lacking a grisset, any trough-shaped vessel that 
can be gently heated will be Satisfactory. As in candle dipping, the 
fat should be kept just barely above the melting point during dipping. 
If the rushes are to be dipped only once, a dozen or so at a time may 
be pushed slowly through the fat in the grisset and then spread out 
to cool. Originally a rough bark was used for spreading. 


Rushes that are dipped three or four times will usually burn much longer 
and make a more satisfactory light source. With three or four coats 
of tallow, a rush should burn at the rate of one inch in five minutes 
~ or a fourteen inch rush should easily last through a dinner if used 
in place of candles on the table. 


After the first dipping, successive dippings should be made rather 
quickly and the fat kept just above the melting temperature. After 
dipping, the rush may be held between the hands and stretched taut 
for a couple of seconds when it will have cooled sufficiently to lay 
flat on a smooth surface. If too many coats are applied, the rush 
will be too heavy for the average holder and will be apt to crack or 
break of its own weight. With care however, short rushes may be dipped 
fifteen or twenty times or more to produce a rush candle. 


Although any one-of many fats could be used, tradition indicates mutton 
tallow which has been thoroughly clarified. Since tallow alone produces 
rushes that are slightly greasy to the touch, the addition of 10% to 


Rushlights - Rage 2 


to 202 beeswax makes a cleaner feeling and less greasy rush. Too much 
beeswax in the mixture will produce severe curling when it cools, since 
the beeswax has a much greater coefficient of expansion. 


Although rushes may be made up to twenty or twentyfour inches in length, 
they are somewhat unwieldy to handle or to burn in the average rush 
holder.A twelve or fourteen inch length is best. 


As a general rule, the rush should be secured near its middle in the 
holder at an angle of approximately 30° to the vertical: when the flame 
has almost reached the jaws, it should be repositioned at about midpoint 


of the remaining length of rush. A final repositioning can be made 


within a half inch of the end of the rush leaving a very short stub 
of waste. 


Juncus Effusus can be growm successfully in home gardens. 





From Rushes in Review by Lawrence S. Cooke -Vol. XXXIV, No. 3 of "The 
Rushlignt", pub. by the Rushlight Club. 


et ge eran per nee ae _ 


@@ The Cr onto eu of Wornea ii 9g 





This old Oriental legend is so exqui- nage Then he pede 8 en of er to 
rming that it deserves to be man. ight days later the man cam to 
nce Twashtri, and said: "My Lord, the crea- 
At the beginning of time, Twashtri - the ture you gave me poisons ny existence. 
Vulcan of Hindu mythology - created the ° She chatters without rest, she takes all 
world. But when he wished to create a my time, she laments for nothing = all, 
woman, he found that he had employed all and is always ill: take her back," and 
his materials in the creation of man. Twashtri took the woman back. 
There did not remsin one solid element. But eight days leter the man cam 
Then Twashtri, perplexed, fell into a again to the god and said: "My Lord, my 
profound meditation from which he aroused life is very solitary since I returned 
himself ahd proceeded as follws: this creature. -I remember she danced be- 
He took the roundness of the moon, the fore me, singing. I recall how she glanc- 
undulations of the serpent, the entwine- ed at me from the corner of her eye, how 
ment of clinging plants, the trembling of she played with me, clung to me. Give her 
the grass, the slenderness of the rose- back to me", and Twashtri returned the 
vine and the velvet of the flower, the woman to him. Three days only passed and 
lightness of the leaf and the glance of Twashtri saw the nan? coming to him again. 
the fawn, the gaiety of the sun's rays and "My Lord", said he, "I do not understand 
tears of the mist, the inconstancy of the exactly how it is, but I am sure that the 
wind and the timidity of the hare, the woman causes me more annoyance than 4 
vanity of the peacock and the softness of pleasure. I beg you to relieve m of her. 
the down on the throat of the swallow, . - But Twashtri cried: "Gu your way and do 
-~the hardness of the diamond, the sweet - the best you can." And the man cried: "I 
“flavor of honey and the cruelty of the =. cannot live with her!" "Neithes cos you 


et the warmth of fire, the chill of . » alive without her!" replied Iwashtrig p35 
Mine. Sines chatter of the jay and the coo 28 Sib And the man went away sorrowful, =~ = 
““ing of the turtle dove. ‘ ‘murmuring: “Woe is me, I can neither 
He combined all'these and formed a live with nor without her." 











J. MONTURE-KNECHT 


16.585 


the Living History Association,Inc. 
P.O. Box 578 
Wilmington, VT 05363 


Sirs, 

The most + issu #4} ivine History Journal (#20, Nov 86) 
The most recent issue of the Living History Journal (760, NOVe, CO) 
shows an admirable degree of commitment to a very worthwnile subdject, 


however I would not categorize it as a “Monumental undertaking.” 
The research seemed neither "extensive," nor "ideal." In fact, 
there is an almost empirical approach which tends to distor~ his- 
tory, and a lack of sociological understanding which undermines 
the interdisciplinarian tendrils of solid historical research. 


If one is to interpret the history of the past, one mignt be well 
inclined to focus closely on a single theme or occurence, and delve 
extensively into that theme rather than bite off an entire hind 
quarter of time and digest it in a few pages. The latter approach 
will surely cause heartburn for the writer and reader. : 


There are so many discrepancies in text that I feel cannot be 
blamed entirely on the quality of writing, though this problem also 
lends to a general confusion, both grammatical, syntactically, and 
in the reader's ability to perceive the reasoning in a generalized 
statement. 


On page 7, paragrapn 5, you state, "...This was the situation between 
the Huron, their Algonquian allies, and the Five Nations wnen the 
French arrived...” Are you stating that the Hurons and Five Nations 
were allies? Not so according to Elizabeth Tooker, Canadian anthro- 
poligist/hnistorian, author of A Huron Ethnology to 1650, wno notes 
that after 1649 the Huron as an independent race ceased to exist due 
to the Iroquois wars, and were assimilated into other neighboring 
tribes of Chippewyan and Algonkin stock peoples. Such other absurd 
inclusions into the text as a Navaho war chant, with no translation 
to boot, are irrelevent. 


On page 9 you state, "...These invasions....was largely due...", 
a third grade grammatical error, repeated in kind, wnich makes this 
Monumental undertaking” seem about as monumental as a hill of beans. 


If the Living History Journal is to garnish any degree of credibility 

it needs polished, literate writing, a keen sense of the role of mod- 

ern, historical "Journalism," and a depth of relevent, primary sources 
that serve to illuminate the subject, rather than distract from it. 







Sincerely, 


y 


SOME THOUGHTS ON CHESTER 
BY Susan Cifaldi 


In 1770, the following melody and verse appeared in the New England Psalm 
Singer: 





Let tyrants shake their iron rod 

And slavery clank her galling chains 
We fear not, we trust in God 

New England's God forever reigns 


Although intended as a hymn by its composer, 24-year-old Joshua Billings, “Chester” 
became the "rallying cry of the Revolutionary War,"* retaining favor with the 
patriots despite the chaotic, sometimes gloomy times that were endured as the 
colonies struggled to refute British rule. 


The popularity this tune enjoyed, unfortunately, is supported by conversely pro- 
portional contemporary documentation; for example, reverence for the tune re- 
mained strong enough to prompt its consideration for national anthem (and it came 
very close to being chosen)“ yet “Chester” cannot be found in any of the period 
fife tutors, and only a few manuscript entries have been discovered. This does 
not discount the tune's popularity, however, for two important reasons: "Chester's" 
alluring, haunting melody is easily learned and committed to memory, a feature 
compatible with hymn-writing during this time; therefore, inclusion in either 
printed or manuscript sources would be redundent. Secondly, all of the known 

fife tutors of the 18th century were British products; a rebel tune would hardly 
have been considered for placement in the repertoire. (The only American-produced 
fife tutor, that of Michael Hillegas of Philadelphia in 1776, remains “lost;" only 
speculations of its possible contents can be made.) 


Sufficient documentation remains, however, that establishes "Chester" as a 
popular and versatile tune used by the Revolutionary War soldier, despite its 
melodic simplicity. In 1807, James Hulburt included “Chester” as the "Death Beat" 
on page 10 of the Fifer's Museum. This would mandate a slow, solemn tempo in per- 
formance. No use is indicated by two other music compilers in 1790 and in 1800; 
therefore, therefore, its tempo would most likely be a bit quicker, if played or 
sung as a hymn, and even faster still if used on the march. Thomas Remington 
entered "Chester" on page 1 of his music manuscript he compiled in 1778; he, too, 
failed to specify in what manner the tune would be used. Perhaps the most im- 
portant discovery to date is the entry in a fife manuscript begun on April 7, 1775 
with the entry, "William Williams, teacher." Here, "Chester is entered on page 

57 with the note, "Hiwell's Taptoo for the Lord's Day Evening.” John Hiwell 
served as fife-major with an artillery company until 1777, when he was appointed 
inspector general of the music by General Washington. Apparently, he replaced 


SOME THOUGHTS ON CHESTER 
Page Two 


the usual tune used as the final daily camp duty with "Chester" on Sundays, 

a tune perhaps more fitting to end the Lord's Day. Perhaps he felt this 

tune with its inspicing text, being the last thing the soldiers heard before 
retiring for the evening, would sooth the weariness and encourage endurance 

as the patriots faced uncertainty and deprivation that grew more ominous 

as the rebellion turned into full-fledged war. Perhaps these were the emotions 
that prompted Joshua Billings at age 32 to include "Chester" in the Singing 
Master's Assistant, made even more stirring by the addition of four more 
verses: 


Howe and Burgoyne and Clinton, too, 
With Prescot and Cornwallis joined 
Together plot our overthrow 

In one infernal league combined 


When God inspired us for the fight 

Their ranks were broke, their lines were forced 
Their ships were shattered in our sight 

Or swiftly driven from our coast. 


The foe comes on with haughty stride 
Qur troops advance with martial noise 
Their vet'rans flee before our youth 
And gen'rals yield to beardless boys 


What gratful offering shall we bring? 
What shall we render to the Lord 
Lord, Hallelujahs let us sing 

And praise his name on every chord. 


FOOTNOTES 
1. Van Camp, Leonard. A Cry for Freedom, Illinois: Samerset Cress page 1 
2. Ibid., page l. 


Also used in the preparation of this article was: 

Camus, Raoul. Military Music of the Revolution, North Carolina Press, 1976. 
Keller, Kate Van Winkle and Rabson, Carolyn. The National Tune Index, New York: 
University Music Editions, 1976. 


The Thomas Remington (1778) and William Williams (1775) manuscripts were viewed 
at the John Hay Library, Brown University, Providence, Rhode Island. 


November 17, 1986 


Dear Al, 


Please insert our first Lady's Page in the next Journal possible. Bernie Day 
Maris Iverson, Isabel Mosetter, and the other ladies who met over that weekend 
and | are excited about this. Everyone had new ideas and as | wandered around 
and talked to people, everyone had new ideas and suggestions. 


1 will handle the typing and putting to i 
gether the page so if you would let 
the schedule for the Journal, we can keep the Eee Page aang. peer 


! have already received recipes from Bernie and Maris and will be setting up a meeting 
with them, Sue Cifaldi, and several other ladies in January to further co-ordinate 
the craft side, and organization side of this. 


Thanks, Al, 


i 
> - 4? i 5 : 
ieee of ae 

4A/ L 


Sincerely, 


The Lady's Page - THE FEMININE SIDE 


On November Ist and 2nd, during the Living History Association's Annual Meeting, 
some of the ladies of the L.H.A. held a series of discussions resulting in the creation 
of "The Feminine Side". 2 


Many ideas were exchanged those two days, and as a result we have come up with a 


listing of items we would like to see explored, talked over, and taught during convention 
encampments and socials. 


Our first endeavor will be a recipe collection. We are asking for your favorite [8th or 
I9th century recipes. We get tired of cooking the same old stews and roasts and would 
like to try new things. The recipes received will be organized and hopefully, put into 
a Living History Association Cookbook that we can sell to raise money for the L.H.A.. 
Please send your favorite recipes to the address listed below. 


Other ideas discussed for future events and reference were quilting bees, manners 
courses for men and women, a resource list for materials, shoes, etc., - where do 
people buy them from? [8th Century protocol, box lunch socials at encampments, toy 
making, childrens involvement - example, cross stitch embroidery and hand samplers, 
a woman's page for the Journal, a recipe exchange, an [8th century masquerade ball, 
and a Sadie Hawkins dance. 


Of course, one of our major topics was the crafts of the period and the need for 
"someone" to teach these crafts at our events. As a result | am asking if you know 
of anyone or are willing to teach small groups in a "hands on learning" situation 
courses at encampments and conventions. We need people to teach the following. 


Research on correct period colors Smocking 

Quilting Candle Dipping 
Knitting Broom Making 

Straw Hat Making Lamp Shade Cutting 
Hat trimming Tin Punch 

Simple tape looms - Lap Loom Stenciling 

Musical instruments Cross Stitch embroidery 
Rag dolls, corn husk dolls, apple head dolls Hand Samplers 

rag rugs Spinning 

Basket making Letter Writing in the [8th Century 
Bonnets - Hats (Cloth) Candlewicking 

Crewel embroidery Caligraphy 


Dry Flowers - Herbology 


Registration for craft courses would be included on the registration form in the 


Journal and would include free instruction. A materials fee would be charged for 
the course. 


If you are willing to teach such a course to very friendly people, please indicate 
what craft you would like to teach and sent this information to (not Al, He is 
overworked already! !!!! Ruth Ann Bernier 
: 178 Glendale Road 
Southampton, Mass. 01073 


We feel we have a wealth of knowledge in our organization that has not been used 
as yet and we look forward to making the Lady's Page a monthly item. 
With your help we can do this. 


Ruth Ann Bernier 


Az. 





REAR YE 3 REAR YE ! 
Extra svecial Colonial Christeas Events. 


December 14th 1P.M. Reenactment, The Be 
erosetag of General Washington to P 
h 


meet wi Cactain Daniel Brey. 


New Rope to Lambertville, on the River. 


COLORTAL CHRISTMAS BALL!32! 

Start off the Holiday Season with a 
refreshing triv to a Colonial 

Gathering, Light Ruffet Dinner, 

Origional Colonial Music and Tavern Songs. 
Pay "er. Tickets: 10.00 per person 


for Colonial Costumed persons. 
$15.00 for Modern dressed guests. 
Don't miss the Colonial Social Event 
of the Season. 


Moving of the Boats from “oryell's 
Fer to McKonkey's Ferry. December 
25, 1986. Relive the courageous 
maneuver which provided the transavort 
for the desperate Continental Arny's 
last chance. 


For information on Events and the 
Coryell's Ferry Militia contact: 
ALSO FOR CHRISTMAS BALL TICKETSIV 
Captain Bob Gerenser- 267-20=/) 

22 South Fain Street 

Mew Pope, PA 189%8 or 


a 
Lieutenant David O'Neil 862-2052 eS, 
20 South Main Spreet CRD 


New Hope, PA 18938 





DEC. 6 1786 





Join wus Lor .. 
Cheistmas at Qide Fort m iF li 


AZ 





_ The Living History Association, Inc. 
National Headquarters- -Box-578- -Wilmington.Vermont- -05363 


‘ President 
Capt.James A Oassatt! 
802 4645569 
Executive Olrector 
Col. A G Wurtberger 
802464 5102 
Chacrman of the Board 
Capt. Andier Alexander 
203 74S 2797 





In The Year'Of Our Lord 
20 November, 1986. 


TO: Douglas Neuman 
c/o George Neuman 
65 J. Rezza Drive 
North Attleboro, MA. 02763 


SUGJECT: Open Letter to the BAR 


Dear Doug: 


I just finished with an excellent call to your Dad and I was 
inspired to drop you a line. 


Please understand that the Living History Association is not “.>» 
nor does it nave an army. we are an educational, social and 
cultural organization that represents periods of history from 1620 
to 1g65. we currently have 500 memcers of wnich 100 units or the 
12th century are members. (About ten are also BA & memcers). 

The bulk of our membersnip are non uniformed civilians, history 
buffs, and we include in this area Olde Deerfield, Heritage Plant- 
ation, New York City Public Library, History Department of dest 
Point, University of Massachusetts, Boston College, University 

of Vermont, Port Mifflin, Philadelphia, New England Telephone, 
Price Chopper and Grand Union Corporations plus many other 
corporations and individuals. 


We are as we know considered to be PARBY by the genenl 
reenactor, but this is a mis noma, for we will be pleased to create 
the allusion of the 17, 18, or 19th century for any organization -- 
Sometimes for a fee, or sometimes free. We will pudlisn in our 
50 page bi-monthly Journal any article or picture submitted by any - 
member or non member so long as it fits the criteria of not being 
jllegal, immoral, or out-landisnly incorrect. If there are as we 
nd there are, persons wno wish to convey a message to their 


- ms 


llow burfs we will publisn them. It is then to our readers to 


Organized for the interaction and cooperation of living history reenactors with museums. - 
historie Sites. and educational institutions to enhance authentic 
interpretations of Our American heritage. 


Federal Tax Exemption Number 78-1007 


AY 
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thelr written word. goal is to create 
Thinking and questioning oF our not too distant past where a void 
has been left ty other orjanizations. we represent rrach « Indian 
War, Revolutionary war, several medieval Socities, individually 
Revolutionary people, Living History farmers, and now growing strong 
in the civil war. 


ascertain the reality of 


Sou 
Vu 


ve intend to 
representation or 


allow incorrect pictures and arvicles to te a 

our activ where there is an educational lesson 
to te learned and this snould ce part of someones learning program so 
lor, as we do not state that it represents authenticity. 

AS units pass from Door to good in their representation we encourace 
our learned persons to continue to assist them in their portrarval. 


$+ipge 


2 vi ES 


Once they attain a status of excellence we 
professional orjanizations and branch out. 
South Skirmish Team or 5. A. R. dedpending 
have talked many a person out of polyester 


recommend they join 
Possibly the North- 

on their period. ise 

and have developed many 


fire pro-rams to include all areas of interest as our memtership 


has (uided us. 


of 
at iad 
an of what i 
their historical past 
a group of roy Scouts 
uniforms. 


“e are concerned 
ernactors are tecomin, 
a new t-lood line. we 
Civilian to E. aA. R. 
tetore the new memter 


a you 


carrying a set of colors on the 


ison, JSonnecticut was and will te cor.tinued 
Xactly what i= 


is. aA ron event of history, giving 
s today for the yourger generation to ponder 
. This event ard picture is no different than 


Playir, soldier ty camping ard wearing 


that the ti-centennial generation of re- 


old ard if the hotty 
are to te considered 
We are the ,lue that 
taxes the step up or 


Ss 


will continue it needs 
the stepping stone from 
sticks things together 
drops out. 


I would like to create a harmony tetween my or,anization and the 
b. A. R., but with or without, we are (rowin, in all areas, 
slowly tut surely. 


You rave a new L A i soard ard we have an event that you 
srould not miss. Lets reinvert the wreel ard lean on each others 
strengths. 

Ye Servant 
s } Fa | Mem 
4 / / 
PE gee ee 
i pes C7 oe 
2. Bee ea 
= \ t \ 
- A. &. durzoder, er AS = IN} : 
Col. Execuztve Cirector 
She Living History Association 


THIS IS AN OPEN LETIER TO A 
GOOD FRIEND OF OUR FAMILY. ANY 
SUPPORT THAT CAN BE GIVEN TO FIND 
A COMMON GHOUD BETWEEN THE L.H.a. 
AND Tht B.A.ak. WILL BE GOOD FOR ALL. 


PENNSYLVANIA 
STATE REGIMENT 


VOLUNTEERS WANTED to fill the ranks of the PENNSYL- 
VANIA STATE REGIMENT. The regiment is based at Olde 
Fort Mifflin in South Philadelphia. The unit only partici- 
pates in events within a 60 mile radius of Phila. Events 
include parades and battle reenactments. Membership is 
free. 


Battle reenactments for this year will include Brandywine, 
Monmouth, Fort Mercer, Fort Mifflin, Germantown, Hope 
Lodge, and the Paoli massacre. 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON EVENTS OR MEMBER- 
SHIP PLEASE CONTACT: 


Jim Thomas 
209 Westmont Ave. 
Westmont, N.J. 08108 


Name 
Address 








Interested in: (into on membership in the PSR Onto on events 


Ab 











CTGERYL RAUCHER dth'C ecb BaukBinndae eaeuK ard. scouts joineald 
"Sunaty 's¢memorial, services ‘for. Thomas A.: Bateman, a county deputy. 3% 
ai ‘sheriff and fellow militiamen, killed September 22. Bateman had been active 1 se 
bei the’ Coryell 3 Ferry Militia Le New ope ita eae by Richard D. = 
Fulton, sare Eis ts . eure “2 es = 2 
5 vaca fei aka Lat . Ya vohe ‘iy, roster tae = ce 
fine : igs ‘By Richard D.L. "Fulton “ 3%,” event should have been advertised. 
$i" Coryell” $4Ferry” Militia,; a* New .Gerenser informed the; ; gathering 
“Hope-based Revolutionary -War're crowd that the ceremony was not in- 
tment® group,: held a” ‘public tended as entertainment, but was in. 
- “Seereniaony” Sunday: afternoon:'in-. fact a memorial service. The New 
y,memory of Thomas A.. ee 31, Hope Police blocked one leg of Ferry 
"sft Richboto,.! ::! why wba tis. Street to facilitate ae passage of the 
_ Bateman,,a “Bucks County deputy’, troopsirs 2.33 sagas tian et” 
oe * Sheriff "qilldd September. 22 in. an, An, unexpected ialieectall over 
* automobile accident, was an active ~ the crowd as they realized the nature © 
"tmember, of Coryell’s Ferry: Militia of the event. Gerenser, delivered the | 
nd: has participated i in a number of , “eulogy, : een ise side fit ger adie ae: 
vaendetinente seamed: held? "in New. .“Friends, Sauk gathered here to- 
‘~ Hope in July.'r3,: Mie SABE ba day to say goodbye to a very special 
ne .The impromptu ‘ceremony included ~ person. Words alone ,cannot do his 
_ mmembers-of- Coryell’s: Ferry Militia, .. memory justice... naeyeen 
“4 Captain Barney’s Flotilla Crew; ‘4th ”. “Therefore, itis right and fitting 
°g CompanyBdurbonnias Artillery, De— that we assemble today in his solemn 
: %Wancy’s .Brigade;'and Mel Zarefsky, ‘honor. >; 4.07...) te, Babs. : 
; stbresident- of Historic: Commands of | “There | was. never, a g ieaignter 
‘¢the-American Revolution. : 7:4): ¢4.-. " shooter, or one so quick with a smile 
: iG The “soldiers sassembled-:behind ora joke. He had the ability to make 
“. @Gerenser’s « Icecream Parlor to’. you feel like a lifelong friend from the 
isreview the, cermony ,with Robert'V. first moment of meeting. That friend- 
; hGerenser, jcaptain of the: Se ship deepened until we reached that 
/a)Perry\Militia.*:At* 2:45. -p.m., ithe special place of trust.few will ever 
*': gassemblageof mock British, French, . _ know.;., avert en oi sgpieitbcae: i. 
~~ and: ;Contimental : troops * marched ‘Tone we pledge to you to give 
fisolemnly- tg)Cannon Square to place a ., our best efforts, every time we wear 
“ * wswreath'i inymemory of Bateman.:2-.. “these ‘uniforms..In so doing to keep , 
ve One: *tourist remarked - ithats the your special joy for life alive. “4: ani 


ar ened re ed aA. daly, 





Wee. dR ee 
- MILITIA CAPTAIN:Robert V.. Gerenser delivers the eulogy fora ‘‘fallen 
“comrade in arms."":The Revolutionary War reinactment group honored 

*. Thomas A. Bateman Sunday. Bateman was a Bucks County Deputy Sheriff 
vend a member of the sa He. was killed meet ouner 22. Stet photo by 


. Richard D: L. Fulton. *- Ob Sige. 
sage ait “éf Tommy’s v iionds! a. ‘and’ ‘the 4th eninge Bourbonnias 


“be. comforted to,know with all he. Artillery fired two musket volleys 
- taught us, and in all the times we over the square, then fell into line for 


. shared, his memory | will be with us -- the march back to Gerenser’s. 
_ always." ee A private ceremony was held on 


- Following : hee Moding: ‘of: the: “the river north of the Delaware Toll 


_ wreath, the Coryell’s Ferry Militia . Bridge on Gerenser’s boat following 
Roy aera ; . the pane demonstration. 
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PUTNAM PARK EVENT CANCELLED? 
NO? 


But it just could happen. You see, John Pollit, who is the Ranger 
caretaker, at Putnam Park really likes the event and feels that we 
reenactors do a real fine job. Unfortunately, his superiors hound 
him and event organizers about Park Policy before, during, and after 
each event to the point of frustration. 


This past August during our big event at Putnam Park a park 
administrator from Hartford, Connecticut was trying to take pictures 
from in front of a loaded cannon in order to document activities at 
the Park. Due to the hazard the park manager was asked to move away 
from the muzzle area of muskets and cannons alike. He refused and 
John Pollit expelled his own superior from te Park. This, we wonder, 
could place both the event and John Pollit in hot water. 


We would ask you to write a few lines tothe head of the 
Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection both to preserve 
the event and John Pollit. A sample letter with proper address is 
laid out below. we do not suggest that you mention any problems at 
the Park. 


Mrs Dick -Ciifford 

Department of Environmental Protection 
Parks and Recreation 

165 Capital Avenue 

Hartford, Connecticut. 


Dear Mr. Clifford: 


This past summer I attended your large scale reenactment at 
Putnam Memorial Park. As a Revolutionary War buff I was much im- 
pressed with the event, its organization and the fine efforts of 
Mr. John Pollit, your Park Ranger. He certainly did a fine job. 


I hope that this event can be continued in future years. I'm 
sure that as long as Mr. Pollit is involved the event will continue 
to grow in size and quality. We also anxiously look for information 
on the planned restoration efforts at Putnam Park. 

Thank you for your time. 


Sincerely 


John Doe 


28 x 














Wasningion's: 
Headquarters 


STATE HISTORIC SITE 


84 Liberty Street 
Newburgh, New York 12550 
— 914 562-1195 





The Height of the Eighteenth Century 


There are many factors that contribute to the size of a 
person. Nutritional standards, inherited traits and gender are 
the most important qualities one must look at to understand 
individual height differences. Nutritional intake is a key factor 
that can vary depending upon time, location and circumstances. 


In the American colonies, food was more plentiful than it 
had been in a number of European countries. Americans had a 
much broader selection of edibles from which to choose. Specifically, 
colonists consumed more meats, and therefore received more protein 
in their diets. Protein is an essential ingredient for growth. 
As variety in their diet increased, so did the likelihood that 
Americans would get more of the nutrients their bodies needed for 
growth. Subsequently, the height of the average American male 
increased from previous generations in Europe. In fact, American 
men during the late 18th Century were 5'8" tall, on the average. 
This can be compared to the average height of 5'5”" for a British 


male during the same period. Since that time, the average height of 
American males has increased only one inch. 


George Washington, Commander in Chief of the Continental Army, 
is documented to have stood an above average 6'2" in height. His 
wife Martha stood 5'2",exactly the average height of an American 
Woman during the 18th Century. Throughout history, a 6" difference in 
height between men and women has been a recurring trend. 


With these facts in mind, one may wonder why many 18th century 
homes seem to indicate that the inhabitants were considerably shorter 
than the evidence suggests. For example, Washington's Newburgh 
headquarters, the Hasbrouck house, has doorways that average between 
5'9" and 6'3". In fact, the builder and original inhabitant of the 
headquarters, Jonathan Hasbrouck, was 6'4" tall. The low doorways 
were an inconvenience for his height, but would have slowed the loss 
of rising hot air from a heated room during the cold winter months. 
Beds of a shorter height than standard sized beds today were used by 
many people, at a time when the transmission of disease was not well 
understood. With the belief that certain sicknesses could be avoided 
by sleeping in a semi-upright position, people propped themselves up 
in bed using "bolster pillows". In this position, a person did not 
need a particularly long bed. 


By the time of the Revolutionary War, Americans who had 
been in the country for several generations had reached heights 
comparable with the average height of Americans today. By 
eating a greater amount and a greater variety of foods, growth 
seemed to be enhanced. Despite the sizes of their homes and 
furnishings, the evidence tells us that Americans were, quite 
literally, reaching greater heights. 
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|Secrecy 


By WEBB GARRISON 
i? There’s nothing new about 
-government secrecy in Am- 


erica — it started nearly 200 


‘years ago with the conven- 
_tion that drafted the Consti- 


tution. 
“From May through September 
1787, a group of delegates from 12 of 
the colonial states met in the Phila- 
‘delphia State House, working in 
total secrecy in order to to draft a 
_ constitution. a 
Delegates were forbidden to dis- 
cuss their actions with anyone out- 
“side the State House. 
“> Sentries were stationed at doors. 
‘And to make sure nobody managed 
‘to eavesdrop, windows were kept 
tightly closed. 

“Even today no one knows exactly 
what was said and done during the 
«weeks of often bitter debate, since 
| the secrecy rule was never lifted. 

‘or Why all this secrecy? Because 
* divisions, tensions and _ suspicions 
«among Americans ran high. 

; Years later, James Madison said 
that no Constitution would have 
* been framed had the public been al- 
‘lowed to know what was going on in 
.the convention. 

“~ Delegates weren’t sure that peo- 
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ple wanted a strong central govern- 
ment. 
Representatives who came from 


big states were suspicious of those 


delegates from small states. 

There was: wide disagreement 
over whether or not America’s 
700,000 slaves should be counted 
in arriving at: state population to- 
tals. 

Some of the delegates wanted a 
one-man government head. 

Others said no individual should 
have so much power — that a com- 


inane 
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SECRETIVE delegates weren't Gleved to discuss the Constitutional 
convention proceedings with anyone outside. 


mittee of three ought to be at 


as Old as Americal 
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the office ofthe Presidency, to, be 
paid. > Nee 

Delegates — mostly upper-class | 
men with a;lot of property —: 
weren't even sure they wanted a 
genuine democracy. ., ae ; 

Roger Sherman of Connecticut | 
thought the people should have. as 
little as possible to do with their gov- | 
ernment. ; Be oo eer | 

No woudl Patrick Henry, along ' 
with the entire delegation. from 
Rhode Island, refused to have any- 
thing to do with the convention PIO, 
ceedings! 

Though 62 delegates were elected, 
only 55 of them ever bothered to 
show up at the convention. . 

When they got through, they had 
agreed upon about 4000 words that | 
made up 89 sentences — the Consti- 
tution of the United States of Amer- 
ica. are R Si 

But out of ‘the 55 delegates who 
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the top. ‘Ben Franklin didn’t want] had debated it, only 39 would agree, 


the one man he thought should filljto sign the document! 
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SPECIAL THANKS TO JOANNE REAG.LES 
FOR THESE TWO NEWSPAPER 


ARTICLES 
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The American Revolution 3 


=:was not yet over. In fact, its ... 


: outcome was still 
“speculative when, in 1779, : 


“It was called the Great 
Cow War. 
=~ It was the only war known 
=. to have been started by a 
* cow, actually ‘two cows, 


Clay and Benjamin Wilson ' 
of the town of Putney. = ~~ 

A new militia act passed - 
- by the Vermont General 
Assembly in February of 
1779 required each militia 
district, of which Putney 


-was one, to furnish soldiers - 


for service to protect the 
-- New republic from attack by 


_ furnish the single soldier 
= requested, "Sgt. - William 
~McWain of Capt. 


_Jewett’s company of the 1st _ 
gpeeinent of Vermont Mili- 


5 ES Re re Z 


confiscated the cows from .. 


Vermonters begaa an in-. Wilson and Clay as payment 


ternal conflict of their own. A: military service. The sheriff 


ference 


tia notified the sheriff, who 


in lieu of the required 


then announced that the 


* cows would be sold at public 


auction on April 28. © 
The seizure of the cows 


“belonging to settlers James Erenere dan old but ail 


simmering disagreement 


-which had been held in 


= abeyance by the Revolution 
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— that of ownership of 
Vermont lands. From about 
1764 until the Revolution 
broke out, a sharp conflict 
existed between New 


.Hampshire deeded settlers 
| and those with grants from 
the “British {4nd dedane. 2 New York. The issue was 


“When Putney failed to | known as the Hampshire 


Grant Wars. Wilson _and 


;.Clay were “‘Yorkers’’. and 


David + most of the members of the - 
avic . Vermont Assembly, which 
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had aa the ‘militia or- 


dinance, were supporters of 


the Hampshire grants. 


“A leader of the Yorkers, 
Col. Eleazar Patterson, who 
held a commission. in the 


New York Militia, appeared 


at the auction with a large 
crowd, pushed past the 
protesting sheriff, and 


‘seized the two cows.’ The 


Yorkers then escorted the 


_cows back to their owners. - 
When the Vermont 


Assembly Council, headed 
by Gov. Chittenden, heard 
about the cow rescue, he 
summoned Ethan Allen. 
Allen gathered about 100 


- men, whom he led over the 


mountains from Bennington 
to the town of Putney. 
Wild-eyed, attired in a 
tarnished gilt-laced un- 
iform, carrying ‘an enor- 
mous | Sword and plumed ; 
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BENNINGTON FLAG 


BATTLE OF BENNINGTON (76) FLAG 


> X Ss 


Printed. 


Red- White-Blue 


I recently cleaned my stock room and 
found 100 of these that were bought 


in 1977. 


Buy now for $5.00 each, 


+ $1.00 postage, until they run out 


or 1 February, 


1987. 


183% Country Store 
% Crazy Al 


Wilmington, Vermont. 
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Hat the “giant ~ bellowing : 


horseman scattered fearful 


countrysiders before him. : 


He managed to capture 36 of 
a list of 44 persons charged 


with participating in the. 


cow rescue, and they were 


imprisoned in Westminster 


Jail. 
New York’s ‘Gov. Clinton, 


contending with a. 


threatened invasion up the 
Hudson. by the British and 
internal troubles in the 
Mohawk Valley, . was 
enraged at the seizure of 
.New York citizens, but 
could spare neither men nor 
time. He did complain to the 
Continental Congress in 
Philadelphia, which on June 
16, egged on by the New 


York delegation, issued an 


order to the unrecognized 


“state of Vermont to release - 


from es all of the 


‘prisoners. "Vermont officials = 


refused to obey. ~ 43 
~ By this time, Syermant 
was in tumult, with Yorkers 
and Hampshire Granters in 
open conflict. Congress pro- 
claimed that the brawl had 
“risen so high as to en- 
danger the internal peace of 
‘the United States.”’. 


“gress. asked New 


-Hampshire, New York and. 


Massachusetts to empower 
the United States to settle 
all claims to jurisdiction 
over the- contested land 


“permanently. Vermont Gov. ‘ 


Chittenden and Ethan Allen 
responded that neither Con- 
gress nor any of the the 
states had any right to settle 
the claims, that Vermont 
= an independent repub- 


Con- . 


t-Cow War’ aad 


pas 
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: «They said that since Con- : 
_ gress had not responded to ‘ 
- Vermont’s ‘request to be + 


“no authority over 


It _ would - take © another 


-turbulent dozen years to 3 
“attain statehood, with Ver- ° 
= mont becoming ‘the. 14th . 
“state on Feb. 18, .1791,-but = 


._ during those intervening 12 


= ~years, : “Vermont.*was «the -3 
$only nation on earth to have 3 


< been “spawned. by “a- fi 
= _over a aa cow.” 


ch Oe 






~: admitted to the union, ithad ~ 
it 4 
*»-whatsoever. On Oct.:20, it 5 
declared ‘itself \ to be” an = 
~, independent nation. °2228¢37 
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GEORGE C. NEUMANN 
65 JOHN REzza DR. 
NORTH ATTLEBORO, MA 02763 
(617) 699-9344 


November 19, 1986 


Dear Col. Wurzberger: 


I was deeply pleased to receive your 
letter of 6 November asking me to lead 
the Grand Parade in Philadelphia on August 2, 
1987. The bicentennial to honor the signing 
of the United States Constitution is a major 
event in our lifetime and I would be greatly 


honored to participate with you in this 
March. 


Please express my personal appreciation 
to the officers of the LHA; I look forward 
to hearing more about your plans as they 
evolve, 


Your most humble servant 


Col. A. G. Wurzberger 

The Living History Association, Inc. 
Box 578 

Wilmington, Vermont 05363 





lt NEW HAMPSHIRE BATTERY— 
| 1861 - THES 
 geereated ctuil mat artillery anit DONALOM. SUMNER | 


OURHAM NH 03824 
(603) 468-2579 


November 14,1986 
James A. Dassatti 
The Living History Association, Inc. 


Box 578 

Wilmington, Vermont 
05363 

Dear Jim: i 


Many thanks for sending along additional information concerning 
your activities with the Civil War Artellerists and for your offers 
of assistance to help us here in New Hampshire to form a unit. 


There is some interest, locally, in starting up a unit and we 
will be meeting soon to discuss the possibility of acquiring our own 
gun, uniforms and accoutrements. I am sure that we will be back to 


pester you many more times aS Weyrogress in our endeavors. 


Marney and I wish to thank you and Al and your ladies for the 
wonderful time we had at the annual meeting on 1-2November It was 
good to renew old acquaintances and meet new friends in the hobby. 
Although many of the older members did not attend, it was heartening 
to see so many younger folks present and they certainly did not seem 
lacking in their conviviality. It would be my observation that 
reenacting is alive and well and will continue to grow in the years 
ahead. This is, in no small part, a result of Al's and your dedica- 
tion and perserverance over these many years. Keep up the good work. 


As you can see, by the letterhead, we have adopted your suggestion 
that we portray the original “First New Hampshire Battery” and have 
sent for the history by Dr. McCune. 
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English Heritage 
Historic Buildings & Monuments Commission for England 
Room 331 18/17 Great Marlborough Street London W1V IAF Telephone 01-734 6010Ext 806 


James #& Dassatti Your reference 
The Living History Association, Inc 
Box 578 Ourreference AMP 771/1 
Wilmington 
Vermont 05363 
USA 
Date 10 November 1986 


Dear James 


Thank you for your letter of 5 October 1986 - apologies once again for 
the delay in my reply! This time I was off holidaying in Zulu land 

no less, which was a fascinating experience. However, this is one part 
of the world where living history could be extremely dodgy! 


Thank you for complimentary membership. I certainly look forward to 
receiving your journal. English Heritage is busy putting together its 
1987 programme of special events and as soon as we have anything definite 
I'll send you details so you can publish them if you like. I will pass 
information about, Living History Association to those groups that I come 
into contact with, so that you never know, you may find yourself some 
more members in Europe. I am quite happy to do my bit to introduce 
re-enactors over here to your organisation, but I don't really think it 
will be proper for me to be an official representative as it may be 

seen to be clashing with my official position within English Heritage. 
However, I will ask around to see if any of my colleagues outside 
English Heritage would be interested in the post. Perhaps in this way 
you will have news on UK re-enactors from "both sides of the fence" 

(ie an official - me - and the enthusiasts themselves). It certainly 

is an odd feeling to make my living out of what used to be my hobby! 

As you can‘no doubt understand, I therefore have to be very careful 

to separate my work from my hobby. 


Plans continue to advance on the expedition to England by the British 
Brigade and their friends. This really should be something to see and 
may well be worth an article in your journal after the event. I'll 
keep you posted on developments. 


What a pity about "Living History" magazine. I didn't know it had gone 
out of business, but this may account for the non-receipt of recent 
issues! Ah well, these things happen. 


Well, I'll sign off for now. I'11 put you on the English Heritage 

mailing list and make sure that you receive anything of interest to do with 
re-enactment over here. Please keep in touch, and I look forward very much 
to receiving your journal. 





HOWARD GILES, Events Manager 
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Times Are Changing 


As members of the Living History Association we 
are all aware of the recent growth and tremendous 
potential that our organization now experiences. In 
the past the Living History Journal and intermittent 
newsletters have kept us abreast of the happenings in 
our little society. These publications were sufficient 
enough for us. But times change. Now our "little 
society" is expanding in all directions, especially 
outside the L.H.A., and in order to maintain a 
constant flow of information and present ourselves 
in a more proffessional manner and operation to 
non-members, it is time to upgrade our publications. 
Therefore we have embarked on a new publishing 
venture --- Living History Quarterly. A more 
refined version of our "Journals" and newsletters. It 
will be published four times a year, typeset (like this 
letter), offset printed and will contain magazine 
quality photographs. The Living History 
Quarterly's intent is not to replace the Journals but to 
compliment them. Its main goal is to reach out far 
beyond the general membership to aquire varied 


interests and assistance from these external 
sources. 


Your Assistance Is Needed! 


In order to make this new publishing endeavor 
successful for the L.H.A. we need your help. Many of 
you have expressed an interest in writing articles or 
becoming columnists for Living History Quarterly. 
You are most welcome and encouraged to do so. We 
will not only cover living history, but many related 
fields that are of interest to all of us. Preservation, 
crafts, history, and Americana are just a few of the 
topics that will be covered. 


What Type of Articles Do We 
Need? 


Well, for example, many women have suggested a 
continuing type of “Ladies Page". This is an 
excellent idea and we hope that many of the ladies 
will pursue it. This section would contain recipes for 
cooking over an open fire to patterns for period dress. 
Also it should address the matters that affect them, as 
camp followers. This is just a sample of what we are 





looking for. Besides regular columns and sections 
that run from issue to issue we need full length 
feature stories to be highlighted in each issue. These 
stories should be accompanied by photos, black and 
white or color. Because of the quarterly nature of the 
Living History Quarterly these stories should not 
necessarily be of the timely, news variety, those are 
best left to the L.H.A. Journal, but should concentrate 
on people, history, and living history events. 


What Will The Living History 
Quarterly Look Like? 


The Living History Quarterly will be printed in a 
8 1/2 X11 inch format, on heavy 60lb stock. The first 
issue, due in March 1987, will contain 16 pages. We 
are presently in the process of soliciting advertising 
from firms that cater to living history. In this sense 
we hope to become source book for your reference. It 
will be published and mailed four times per year-- 
March, June, September, and December. All 
correspondence and materials should be sent to: 

Living History Quarterly 
P.O.Box 242 
Raynham Center, MA 02768 


A Personal Note... 


Fellow L.H.A. Member, 


I hope that this letter has whet your appetite 
and stimulated some thoughts about the new 
Living History Quarterly. However, more 
importantly, I hope that I have convinced you 
to become involved and contribute to its 


“pages. This is your publication, only you 
can make it work. Its success depends on 
your input and support. 

Ye servant, 


Sth Del OS ‘ 


EDITOR / PUBLISHER 

















OPEN HOUSE 


We're looking for residential restorations to showcase, and we'd like to hear from 

you. Send a brief typewritten description of the project to: “Open House,” Historic 

Preservation, 1785 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036. If we're 
interested, we'll call you back, so please include your phone number. 





Link With the Past in 
New Hampshire 


Robert and Polly Middleton bought 
their Lebanon, N.H., farmhouse in 
1962 and lost courage only once—the 
next year. Overwhelmed by the scope 
of restoration needed, they put the 
eight-room, circa 1800 house on the 


market. When their ad in Antiques 
magazine brought 15 replies, Polly 
wrote to each potential buyer, describ- 
ing in detail what would have to be 
done. She never heard from a single 
one again. Robert sums up, “There 
aren't as many crazy people in the 
world as you think.” 

Since they still owned the house, 
they lived in it that summer and the 





next, installing running water and in- 
door plumbing, and “as we stayed in 
it, we got fonder and fonder of it,” 
recalls Polly. They never turned back 
again, and the white clapboard house 
facing blue-green hills is, after 20 years, 
essentially finished. Next year, when 
Robert retires as professor of music at 
Vassar College, it will be their year- 
round home. 











Hanson Carroll 


Rich in period detail, Robert and Polly Middletons’ 1800 farmhouse lacked plumbing and wiring. 
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Cephas Kent's dwelling (17732) 
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Residence of artist, William Dean Fausett 


Deacon Cephas Kent, Sr. and his large family came 
to Dorset in 1773 to inherit property following the 
death of his uncle, Samuel Kent in Dorset in 1772. The 
Kent family built an Inn and dwelling on the “Great 
High Road” (West Road) and “the road to Squire Sykes” 
(Nichols Hill Road). 


During the controversy which developed between 
the Royal province of New Hampshire, which had 
granted the settlers their land.and the Royal Governor 
of New York, the settlers on the New Hampshire Grants 
found themselves caught in an unacceptable land 
controversy. This was caused by the “Yorkers infamous 
Land Ejectment Proceedings” against the Colonists of 
the New Hampshire Grants in 1770. 


The Green Mountain Boys were the Committees of 
Safety who were first organized in 1764 under Captain 
John Fassett in Bennington and other townships 
followed. Their duties were to protect the colonists 
against the Yorker oppression against their land titles. 
After the Westminster massacre of March 13, 1775, 
instigated by British agents, the Green Mountain Boys 
struck the first heavy blows upon British military power 
in America On May 10, 1775, Ethan Allan and Seth 
Warner led the capture of Fort Ticonderoga and Crown 
Point which prompted the Continental Congress to 














Is Dorset the birthplace of Vermont? 


Did the four Dorset conventions create Lt. Col. 
Seth Warner's 1st. Revolutionary Regiment of 
our state’s first Free Government? ; 


Historic monument marks the sight of the Dorset 
Conventions (1775-1776) 


The inscription on the Monument below 
is as follows: 
VERMONT 


SOCIETY OF COLONIAL DAMES 
HISTORIC MARKER 


SITE OF 
CEPHAS RESTS DWELLING CEPHAS KENTS DWELLING 
sonra tet ADJACENT THE 
CEPEAS KEXT IKK CEPHAS KENT INN 
as WHERE 


THE FIRST CONVENTION 
OF THE NEW HAMPSHIRE 
GRANTS WAS HELD IN 1775 


THE DORSET CONVENTIONS 
July 26, 1775 
Seth Warmer Elected Lt. Col. 
- First Revolutionary 
Militia of Green Mountain Boys 
January 16-17. 1776 
Created The District's (State's) First 
Independent Congress ° 
July 24-25, 1776 
Voted to Defend The Cause of The 
United American States 
September 25-28, 1776 
Voted to Form a Separate District (State) 
ERECTED 1912 


Centmuuh CUBR. 
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porte rin by Atlee Hal Eff 


Martin Kent family survey of 1814 showing the 
inn and dwelling where the four conventions 
were held (survey by Stephen Martindale, Jr.) 
(Courtesy Vermont Historical Society) 





Cephas Kent's Inn (1773) 





Residence of Mr. & Mrs. Raymond C. Kopituk 
(space scientist) 


bring this regiment into the American Revolutionary 
forces. A letter from John Hancock instigated the first 
Dorset Convention of July 26, 1775. “From this action, 
this convention marks the first in the record of the 
State of Vermont” according to famed historian. E.P. 
Walton. 


At this first convention of July 1775 where Captain 
John Fassett was clerk a regiment of five hundred 
Green Mountain Boys was organized to serve under Lt 
Colonel Seth Warmer. Ethan Allen was captured by the 
British at Montreal. The recognition of theirvalorat the 
first victory of the Revolution, Fort Ticonderoga and 
Crown Point also inspired three succeeding conven- 
tions. All four conventions were convened at the” dwell- 
ing house of Cephas Kent. Innholder” in 1775 and 
1776. 


There is evidence on the records of the Continental 
Congress that the valor of Lt Colonel Warner's regiment 
in the Canadian Campaign of 1775 inspired the delegates 
in Philadelphia to sign the Declaration of Independence. 
In recognition, all officers in Seth Warners Green 
Mountain Boy Regiment were advanced in rank This 
was the first order of business on July 5, 1776, the next 
morning after signing the most important document of 
American freedom, THE DECLARATION OF INDEPEN- 
DENCE. 
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Four succeeding meetings were held at Westminster 
on October 30, 1776, Windsor on June 4, 1777, July 2, 
1777 and December 24, 1777. Most of these meetings 
were adjournments of the original conventions held in 
Dorset and they reapproved independence and the 
formation of a separate state as was voted previously in 
the Dorset Conventions in 1775 and 1776. 


Two years later, the completion of the framing of the 
State of Vermont was accomplished by the signing of 
the Vermont Constitution and the selection of the 
name of Vermont in Windsor on July 2, 1777. 


The distinguished historian and past President of 
the Vermont Historical Society, Earl Newton, in his 
book INDEPENDENT VERMONT, states that the birth- 
place of Vermont is Dorset and the christening place is 
Constitution Hall in Windsor. 


General Burgoyne’s second invasion in 1777 from 
Canada culminated in his surrender at Saratoga 
However, Burgoyne credited the defeat of the Hessians 
at Bennington as one main reason for his surrender at 
Saratoga Wamer's Green Mountain Boy militia fought 
a bloody rear guard battle at Hubbardton and then 
proceeded to join the American forces at the Battle of 
Bennington. It was the entry of this regiment which 
caused the Hessians to flee in disorder back to Saratoga 
where the invasion collapsed. The Saratoga surrender 
of “Gentleman Johnny Burgoyne” created a wave of 
new hope among the Freedom Fighters of the thirteen 
colonies and General Washington's Continental Amny. 


Many American historians credit this action as the 
turning point of the American Revolution. Does this 
not give Dorst's Conventions. where this Regiment 
was born on July 26, 1775, national significance? 
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